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OPPOSES INCREASE
. OF JUDGE'S POWER

éoard of Children’s Guardians
Fears Pending Bill Threat-
ens Its Existence.

EXTENDS JURISDICTION
OF THE JUVENILE COURT

J. L. Solly Says Measure Opens Way
for Extensive Appropriations to
Private Charities.

That the continued existence of the
board of children’s guardians is
threatsned by the bill proposing to in-
crease the power of the Juvenile Court
over children and children’s cases in
the District 1= the fear of members of

the hoard.

The bill has been reported faverably
by the House Di:trict committee and
is slated to come up in the House to-
morrow

If adopted it effect will be, opponents
of the measure say, to eentralize all
power over children in the Juvenile
Court; to make the board subject to
the supervision of the court, and so
to curtail its authority as to make it
of little value as a governmental

agency.

“is it desirable to risk this Impor-
tant work to one man, or to a group
of men and women who, without com- |
pensation, devote their time to this
useful work”" they ask.

At present the Juvenile Court is re-
quired by law to commit children
either to the board of children’s guard-
ians or to the national training schools.
The measure increasing its powers and
f@lecreasing those of the board was
drawn up by a committee appointed
by the Department of Justice, consist-

g of Pr. Bernard Flexner of Chicago,
ﬁisa Julia Lathrop, head of the chil-
dren's bureau; W. H. Baldwin, Walter
. Clephane and Dr. W. J. Kerby, the
Jatter of Catholic University.

Criticism of the Measure.

One of the principal criticlsms of the
dill advanced by J. L. Solly, agent of
jhe board, is that it is opposed to past

mcts of Congress in that it saddles ad-
"ministrative functions upon a judicial
branch of the government.
s “It is my personal opinion,” says Mr.
ho!ly. *“that where there is a govern-
mment department such as the board of
hildren's guardians, prepared to do
ministrative work, it is wise to make
#& clear distinction between judicial and
ecutive functions of the government,
eaving matters of jurisdiction te the
iourts and matters of administration
to executive departments. If for any
reason it is felt that the present board
of children’s guardians does not clear-
¥ and fully represent the executive
ranch of the government it would be
‘better to make the necessary changes
rather than bLestow upon one of the
Eudlch‘.l branches of the government

ll.um wide and powerful executive func-
ons.
* “If this bill becomes a law the board
of children's guardians will become ab-
#olutely subject to the supervision of
=ﬁtw court and will eventually go out
f existence, for no nine men and wom-
n of the ability and gqualifications
eeded for such a board would serve with
®o curtailed authority, and it would
ibe better to have no board than one
-omposed of nine people of littie or no
anding.

Objectionable Provision.

+ “If it is well to centralize so much
$ower in the Juvenile Court, this bill
45 open to much criticism in one re-
pect, because it opens the way to ex-
densive appropriations of public funds
o private charities. When appropria-
gions of public money to private char-
Sttes begin these private charities look
upon the government as the benefac-
4or and themselves as the beneficiary,
ut in time they come to look upon
hemselves as the benefactor and the
vernment as the hbeneflciary. There
re even now in the District of Co-
umbia a few private charities which
‘eel that they are being deeply wrong-
d by the government because they
are not allowed to draw lump sum
approprirtions, as in former years, and
pend it as they sees fit, with little or
o supervision
+ “When the District of Columbia suc-
&weeded In having all appropriations
or charitable purposes appropriated
hrough the hoard of charities they
accomplished something w4ich such
wtates as Pennsyvlvania and New York
1ave heen fichtineg for for vears, but in
he face of thia fight the appropria-
|ions have vconstantly increased in
these two states,
: ‘“Therefore, if this bill is a wise measure
dn all other respects it should limit the
power of the court to commit children tn
one government department, with author- |

$
®

d1y to mperul all public appropriations |
for the care of children. This would be |
wine even if the court were aliowed to

sontrol the placement of each individuzl
<hild

! The board of children's guardians has
been in existence since 1592, By means
©f congressional appropriations it rece ves
iplaces and superintends the care of about
‘nineteen hundred children in the Listrict.
The bill to reduce irc powers and en
despondingly increase those of tne Juvenile
X’ourt has received the indorsemens of the
Jrepartment of Justice. ) i
.

TWO MORE 6. 0. P. CLUBS |
INDORSE CANDIDATE

Tan more Tetrict republican rlubs—

of the mixth and the eighiecnth

e
5
.

nEe

teiistrictsa—have |ndaorsed the candidacy
.0f Frank Hoxzan and T E I.'.l'
*Willlston for delegates and Julius |
Pevser and G W. Robinson as slter-
vatex 1o the republican national con-
P At a recent meeting of the

!_'f':l'.rivt Ciun,” held at 935 20th street
snortnwest, the following officers wers
telected. D) Bowle, preeident- A. John-
sson. vire president; W M. Lee, secrs-
1ary. W. FI. Miller, assistant secretary;
1. Neshit, treasurer: G. B Wairs, chap-
lain. U, Vessells, sergeant-at-arms: G.

Taylor, custodian, executive commit-
‘ru-_ Dir 4 H. Montgomery, chalirman:
5. B. Watts, W. H. Miller anda D.
-Bowie,

At n meeting of the Eighteenth Tig-
*trict Club, held at the Samaritan Tem-
ple, T street hetween 2d and 2d streets
psouthwest, speeches were made by
Benjamin 1. Garkins, Hirhard (&
Hrooks, Thomas H. . Clarke, Willlam
Walker, Richard Gunnell, & I, Wash-
singion, Alonzo Freeman, Samuel F.
*facy and others. Notice was there given
*of the first meeting of the campaign
at which all of the candidates will be
‘present and make addresses. This meet-
inz will be held at Samaritan Temple
Friday, and Is to be & joint notification
mesting of the eleventh, seventeenth and
ssighteenth districts. The following are
officers of the Elghteenth DMstrict (lub:
Richard C. Brooks, president; Thomas F.
Harper, vice president; Beverly D. Wil-
g'ams, secretary and treasurer, and Berry

roadus, chapiain.

s A y attended meeting of repub-
licans the fifth cistrict was held last
night at the residence of James Willlams,
i605 1 wtreet northwest. Oflicers were
lected aa follows: Dr. Bamuel M. Pierce,
dent; Bamuel R. Harris, secretary;
sergeant-at-arms, and James
. The club has pledged
the candidates of the

Sixth '=ion

POWER PLANT ST
TORUN GAUNTLET

Senator Newlands Will Con-
tinue Opposition to the Loca-
tion on Water Front.

CLASSES BUILDING THERE
AS “BLOT” ON LANDSCAPE

Prospect, It Is Said, That Change
May Be Effected iz
the Plans.

The fight to prevent the erection of
the central power plant for the govern-
ment at the foot of 14th street under
the present plans for that structure
will be continued in the Senate tomor-
row when Senator Martin calls up the
conference report on the urgent de-
ficiency appropriation bill. The New-
lands amenidment to this measure, pro-
hibiting the construction of the plant
until the plans have been approved by
the fine arts commission &ind the Presi-
dent, was stricken from the bill yester-
day by the conferees of the Senate and
the House.

Senator Newlands, however, will make
an effort to have the Senate again go
on record against the construction of
the plant as planned, on the ground that
it will be a “blot” on the landscage
and will greatly impair the beauty of
the National Capital and hinder the de-
velopment of the Mall as designed by
the park commission.

Alternative Presented.

Enlargement of the present power
plant for the Capitel, making it ade-
quate to provide light, heat and power
for all government buildings, as sug-
gested by Hennen Jennings, is the so-
lution of the present power-plant mud-

dle that is being seriously considered
by all thoee objecting to the proposed
plant at 14th and Water streels. .
Conferences are being held in which
it develops that there is no objection to
a central plant, nor to a government-
owned plant, but that the objection is
solely to the proposed location as an
offense against the esthetic develop-
ment of Washington as a “City Beau-
tiful.”

Conferences also are being held be-
tween the objectors and the Treasury
Department which, it is understood, in-
dicate that the water front location
may be abandoned in deference to pub-
lic opinion and the sensibilities of the
fine arts commission and others jealous
of the scenic beauties of the Capital
city.

The principal objection raised to the
proposed water front location is that
the power plant with two emokestacks
about 180 feet high would be an eye-
gore in the very heart of the parkway
syvstem. The general scheme for the
development of Washington, it is stat-
ed, is for the cleaning up and beauti-
fication of the water front, Including
making East Potomac Park the finest
park in the District.

Would Be Unsightly, Is Claim.

If this power plant is located at 14th
and Water streets, the objectors say, it
would be horribly unsightly and domi-
nate all these improvements, and espe-
cially will it be objectionakle in con-
nection with the views obtained by

driving along the southwest section of
the Mall park Into and around the is-
land. which Is to be improved at great
cost with civic baths, etc. In this drive
the power plant would appear as a
pivot of the park landscape, towering
over the magnificent monument to the
founder of the nation and being in
every sense a public nuisance.

NOT INFLUENCED
BY PRIVATE INTEREST

Fine Arts Commission's Opposition
to Power Plant
Plans.

To the Editor of The Star:

The statements in newspapers that
the commisgion of fine arts in mak-
ing their report against the proposed
jocation of the central power station
were influenced by a local power com-
pany are false. The memhers of the
commission have no knowledge that
there was any opposition to a central
plant owned by the government.

The commiegsion favored the govern-
ment owned and malntained central
power plant. It expressed the belief
that the plans of the proposed plant
could be modified in such A manner as

to make it no disfigurement to Poto-
mae Park, or that a less objectionable
locatlion might be found without im-
pairing the operating efficiency.

The commlission believed that the
Incation melected for the combined

power and asphalt plant of the type
proposed will cause theose bLulldings
to dominate East Fotomac ["ark, which
I being developed as a playground for
the people of Washington. Tt believes
alf0o that the steps which the Commis-
sioners of the District of Columbia are
taking to put the water front in order
by the erection of & large and dignified
uppearing fish market mhould he fol-
lowed in the case of all government
huildings erected in that locality.

The commission has the power only
to advise. Its jurlsdiction ceases when

advice is given., Its only information
ax to opposition 1o the government
project  has come  through charges
made in interviews in the press and in
hearings bhefore the Senate committee
on the lihrary. This denial of connec-
tion or suggestion is without gualifi-
cation of any kind. To those who

know the membership of the commis-
It is unnecessury.

CHARLES MOORE,
Chalrman, Commission of Fine Artas

DECLINE TO GO ASHORE.

Germans Ordered Released From
Steamer Appam Refuse Liberty. -

NEWPORT NEWS, Va.,, February 12.
Although released today by order of
the TUnited States government, the
thirteen Germans on the Appam, who
formerly were civil prisoners of the
English, did not leave the steamer,
Customs officialsa went aboard to ex-
amine and appraise the baggage of the
Germans, but were informed that it
was not ready and that the ten men

and three women did not care to leave
the steamer until Monday or Tuesday,
All have signified that they desire to
pay the immigration head tax in order
to remain In this country with friends
or relatives.

The majority of the thirteen will go
to New York. They have not yet per-
fected arrangements with people who
are to care for them. Lieut. Berg,
commander of the Appam, has told
them that they may remain his guests
as long as they desire. =

School Board Meets Wednesday.

United Republican Club,

The of education is to meet Wed-
nesday at 3:30 o'clock at the
Franklin wol bullding. =~ =00

RELATIVE LOCATION

PARK COMMISSION PLAN FOR THE WASHINGTON OF THE FUTURE. SHOWING
OF PROPOSED CENTRAL POWER PLANT.

F &

THE SITE SELECTED FOR THE NEW PLANT IS INDICATED BY CIRCLE.

BUILDING.

NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO SHOW RELATIVE

SIZE OF PROJECTED

SHOWS HOW THE

POWER PLANT

WOULD SPOIL THE PARK PLAN

able Obstacles

Hennen Jennings Prepares Paper in Which
He Points Out Almost Insurmount-

to Project.

Maps and plans for the Jevelopment
of Washington along broad lines of
civic beauty are cited by those object-
ing to the proposed water front site of
the central power plant, as best show-
ing the basis for their protests. Hen-
nen Jennings, with the design before
him, has just prepared a paper an
this subject for the library committee,
and in explaining the esthetic aspects
says:

“In visiting the proposed location, at
the foot of 14th street, one is im-
mediately impressed with the present
squalor of the surroundings 1o the east
in close proximity to the Mall parking
and the seeming appropriateness of the
site. But a drive in Potomac Park, a
close ptudy of plans and imagination
of the future aspect of this point will
goon convince any one to the’contrary.
The shacks, ugly lumber piles, and so
on, that now exiat, can be easlily re-
moved and the ground cheaply acquired
when the government at some future
date shall deeire it.

*The misfortune is apparent
the maps and plans of the park com-
mission are consulted, and also the
plans and model of Col. Harta for elab-
orating the extension and beautifica-
tion of Island Park. In examining
these plans and models one finds the
major axls of the Mall runs from the
Capitol through the Washington Mon-
rment to the Lincoln memorial, east
and west, and that the minor axis runs
from the White House, through the
Monument garden, north and south,
and within 1,500 feet of the proposed
power station.

Interferes With Present Plans.

“There is provision on the plan for a
site for the memorial to the founders
of our country, part of which would be
within lees than 1,000 feet of the pro-
posed power etation. The power plant,
unsightly from the start by reason of
its smokestacks and the excessive
helght of the buildings, from many
viewpoints will, as the park plan is
developed, hecome more and more ob- |
noxious; and the cost of the bullding,
with the foundations and machinery, if
once anchored there, is such that in
the future its removal, If demanded,
would be very costly to effect.

“The projected development of the
fsland park will pe one of the most
beautiful, interesting and useful fea-
tures of the whole Mall Park improve-
ment. The government owns the water
front on the city side, and has the
power at any future time to alter the
unsightly arrangement of the docks
and make the water front an important
feature, as Is often done in foreign
countries. The unsightly railroad
bridges are near the site, but at some
time, no doubt, wiil be replaced by tube
conduits under the river,

“When taking into conalderation the
island improvement, now in progress,
in connection with the Mall extension
plan, it will be seen what a dominant
position the proposed power station
takes in the ultimate Mall landscape.
It will stand as a view pivot to any
one when driving in the southwest sec-
tion of the Mall and north section of
the ieland.

Must Consider Environment.
The building and Fmokestacks can no
doubt he constructed to strike a high

ecommercial note, but will it be possible
to attune them to their park environ-

|

when

ment? It iz imperative, in order ade-
quately 1o consider the question, to
study very carefully the plans of the

future development, for without them
the obnoxiousness of the site cannot be
underatood.

“No plea is made for the immedlate
extenslons and expenditures necessary
for the full development of the park
scheme, but It should be conducted upon
long, agreed-upon plans, and with self-
control from each generation, and in
such a way that therl descendants
may have a fair chance to further build
on and extend the work and be grate-
ful to their forbears.

“A fundamental objection to the plac-
ing of this great power plant so near
the Mall is that it is In opposition to
the best judgment of the members of |
the fine arts commission, composed of!

- 3 1
Charles Moore, Cass Gilbert, Herbert;
Adams, PPeirce Anderson, Thomas Hast-
ings, Edwin H. Blashfield and Fred-
erick Law Olmsted, who are well
known and respected in art clreles and
who believe In the necessity of devel-
oping the Mall on the original lines
laid down and object to huildings and
improvements not fn attunement or
harmony Wwith them. They, certainly,
should be safer guides in bringing
about a development gratifying to the
patriotic pride of this natlon than con-
gressmen and departmental officers who
come and go with each changing ad-
ministration and who may be lacking
in necessary training and knowledge
of thess matters,

“If the Mall site wers the only pos-
sible one where an economic power sta-
tion could be placed it might have
strong justifications on economle lines,

but is this the case? In my opinlon this

is far from being the case, and T claim
that as good if not better economy can
be obtained by the suitable extension
of the present Capitol power station.”

10 GNE POORAOSES
THE ASPECTOF HOWES

Reforms Advocated by Miss Julia
Lathrop, Chief of Children's
Bureau.

Transformation of the several thou-
sand county poorhouses or poor farms
from the dumping grounds of unfortu-
nates of every kind which they now are
into well kept, well managed homes, un-
der the supervision of a competent
nurse, {8 the proposal of Miss Julla La-
throp, chief of the children's burean,
Department of Lahor. Such a change, In
the opinion of Miss Lathrop. would re-
sult in a wvast Improvement over the
present methods, where everything in
these institutions is done in a more or
less shipshod sort of way.

In the country there are approximate-
Iy 2,600 poor farms, or about one to each
county, according to Miss Lathrop. They
are poorly run from the standpoint of
helping the inmates. Into them are lit-
erally dumped poor, diseased unfortu-

nates, including the insane, the epileptic
and otherwise unflt persons to be cared
for.

Inmates Necessarily Neglected.

These institutlons are located on farms
which are expected to support the in-
stitutlon. They are not administered by
those trained to deal with the unfortu-
nate element which is turned over to
them, but they get the farm by bids,
and are expected to make it pay, Miss
Lathrop said. With the superintendent's
duties divided as they must be, because

he must glve a great deal of attention to
the farming In an effort to make it

| profitable, there is little time for giving

the inmates the attention and the con-
slderation which they ghould have and
which they do need.

"*As there are now trained nursing so-
cieties, with members thoroughly famil-
far with the manner In which such peo-
ple should be treated, I thought it would
be a very good idea to change the meth-
od of administering these institutions,
80 a8 to be real county nursing homes,
where the sick could be brought and at-
tended 1o properly and the afflicted could
receive the proper attentlon from those
trained to look after thelr needs.

Farm Idea Secondary.

“The farm idea should he mads =ec-
ondary. There should be just enough of
the farming element to provide for the
needs of the Institution. There eould be
a garden and a cow, or several of them,
to give enough milk to supply the needs.
To these institutions, which also would
be county hospitals, could be taken

those who are hurt nearby, to he attend-
ed to an nursed back to health In a
proper way and under favorable condi-
tions.""

Light Earthquake at Fort de France
FORT DE FRANCE, Martinique, Feh-
ruary 12.—A light earthquake occurred

here at 11:13 o'clock last night. There
wias no damage,

Seventy-five steps a minute Is the
average walking pace of a healthy man
or woman.

CHAMBER SUPREME
COURT OF BUSINESS

{Continued from First Page.)

sightedness; but, as he says himself, he
was not far-sighted as to the possible
growth of the chamber.

Shows Marvelous Growth.

“The growth of the Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States is mar-
velous,” he said. "It really seems al-
most like a dream to me. I went into
things In the chamber In the second
year of ita organization with some-
thing of an opinlon that it was im-
practical to carry out the big ideas
which John H. Fahey of PBoston,
the retiring presidenht, and Harry A.
Wheeler of Chicago, who was the first
president, had, but they were so con-
fident that T was won over, and I carhe
to the conclusion that if they could
give 80 much of thelr wvaluable time
to the thing that then seemed to me
like a dream I could do 2o, too.

“But now, in fact, the chamber has
really developed beyond anything
which even Mr. Wheeler or Mr. Fahey
predicted at that time, None of us
had as big a vision of it as it has
turned out, and it seems to.ms that
the time is certainly coming when the
chamber will make itself felt in a very
important way in thig country.

“The Chamber of Commerce of the
I'nited States Is bigger than any one
man's ambition. There are organiza-
tions in this country which are domi-
nated by one or two big men; they
are the leaders, and they stand head
and shoulders above others, doing all
the work and directing all the policies.
But nothing like that happens in the
national chamber. All the men are try-
ing to be big men. and it is a strange
and curious fact that the work of the
chamber has broadened all of us and
made us bigger men than we Wwere
when we began to work for it and the
things it stands for.

Cites an Example.

“An instance in point as to this came
up at the convention which has just
closed here in Washington. Some of us
felt that a certaln man, because of a
large amount of special knowledge he
has, ought to be required to serve on
the board of directors. In the last cou-
ple of years there has been a very
general desire to be honored with a
directorghip. Business men all over the
| country have sought the honor, I may
€ay. One man from a certaln esection

particularly wanted that honor this
year. We told him we had decided that
the man with the epecial knowledge
was the man to go on the board, and
he ecame around the next morning and
sald:

“*Well, I've been thinking that mat-
ter of the directorship over. You fel-
| lows are right. He is a better and a
higger man than I am and he can do
more for the chamber. So I'm golng
to withdraw my candidacy and I want
you to let my friends know what I say." "
i Mr. Rhett used this 1llustration to
ahow the apirit of self-sacrifice that
governs the men in the chamber. He,
personally, is fond of the word “eerv-
ice,” and he bhelieves in what it means
with a gripping belief that Is shown
in his eyes and his forceful gestures
when he talks. The new president of
the Chamber of Commerce of the
United States does not believe that the
chamber can be of service solely in
bueiness.

Service to the Whole People.

“The chamber can be of servics to
the whole people,” Mr. Rhett declared.
“The idea is sweeping over this coun-
try like wildfire that welfare work is
a large part of business ideals. Take
the queation of Immigration and the
study that has been made of it by the

chamber's committee on that subjeot.
It can be the business of the Cham-
ber of Commerce of the United States
this coming year to see to It that im-
migrants are properly distributed
throughout the land and that proper
steps are taken to educate them to not
only speak the LEnglish language, but
along some line of occupation.’”

He continued:

*My idea of the misslon of the
Chamber of Commerce of the United
States is that it is two-fold. It has
much to glve but It has something to

BE GIVEN USE

HIGH JOINT COMMISSIONERS MAY

OF U. S. WARSHIP

high commission probably

proﬁer for representatives
suc|

European belligerents.

taken into consideration.

Because there are no passenger liners under the
American flag making regular trips between the
United States and Buenos Aires, Secretary McAdoo
and other United States members of the international

meeting of the commission in

The only liner making* regular sailings to Buenos
Aires is a British vessel, and the commissioners are
said to feel it might not be looked upon as entirely

an important mission on the ship

The facts that the sending of a naval vessel would
undoubtedly be regarded as a mark of respect in South
American countries and that it might be counted upon
to save much time in making the trip also are being

will go on a warship to the
in April.

to sail on
one of the

of this count

of

recelve. One of its purposes should
be to educate the business men of the
country along broad lines and make
them look up to higher ideals.

“The very construction of this or-
ganization {s such as to make anything
sordid, sectional or selfish impossible.
Any man who goes into the organiza-
tion realizes that it is a nation-wide
organization. I have never seen a
man begin to serve on the board of
directors but what his vision has im-
mediately broadened. He at once be-
gins to give all he has,

‘One of the principal accomplish-
ments of the Chamber of Commerce of
the United States is the teaching to
business men of the country to think

along broader lines and to educate
them in the things of the country
which pertain to the welfare of the

country beyond their immediate en-
vironment. They now take a greater
interest in the referenda, the system

by which we put national questions to
a vote of business men all over the
country. At first, T helieve, these ref-
erenda were of little practical wvalue.
They didn't create interest. Frequently
they reflected the view of but a few
officers or organizations affiliated with
the national chamber. They did not
touch the people. But as time went
on the rank and file In the organization
hegan to take more interest in the
referenda, special committees who be-
came expert took charge of them, to
atudy the subjects and report back, so
that when the referenda went out they
went out as nearly the last word on
a given subject in the way of com-
piled information. So that now by
means of these referenda the country
iz really being educated on the great
questions of the day by the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States.

Receving Real Thought of Country.

“Then, too. on the other hand, by
means of these referenda, those who
are making our laws here in Washing-
ton and administering them are re-
ceiving the real thought of the coun-

try..and from all parts of Iit. T be-
lieve, too. that they welcome it, and
I think this fact shows that this or-
ganization is to constitute a tremean-
dous factor in the welfare of the na-
tion., We have never felt we were
organized Jor the purpose of consid-
ering matters of business in the nar-
row sense. An Instance of how things
are done occurred in the presént con-
vention. Rival manufacturing organi-
zations brought A fight jnto the reso-
lutions committee, one side trying to
have the chamber go on record in a
way that would favor their proposals,
the other tryving to prevent the cham-
ber from so recording itself. The re-
sult was that they were told that their
fight was a trade fight. in which it is
not the province of the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States to en-
Eage. .

At_this polnt a phrase was colned
by The Star's reporter to express a
view of what the national chamber
has come to be, remarking that the
organization might now be suitably
characterized as “the supreme court of
business of the United States’ Mr.
Rhett seized upon it and repeated it:

“The supreme court of buginess of

the TUnited States!” he exclaimed.
That's exactly what It is. Theé cham-
ber must necessarily concern Itself

with the pressing, big questions of
business of the day. The biggest things
lie within its province, and disputes
between rival organizations in the
dame or rival fields cannot be brought
before its bar."

Forecasts Chamber's Activities.

Asked to forecast some of the activi-
ties of the chamber for the coming
vear, Mr. Rhett said:

“The newly elected board of directors
will sift out of the numerous questions
affecting business those which are of
the greatest importance and which re-
quire prompt attention. We must al-
ways do the pressing thing. So it is
hardly possible to predict what the ac-
tivities of the organization will be.
Wherever business needs our help there
will we be. The guestion of adequate
national defense has heen ordered to a
referendum. We will help to decide
that, Then there is the question of the
maintenance of resale prices to be set-
tled, and the possibility of an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States giving the President the power
to veto paragraphs in appropriation
bills which he might deem unwise
legislation without requiring him to
veto the whole bill,

“The referendum on whether or not
the La Folletle seamen's act. so called,
should be repcaled or modified is also
out for a vote among the business men
of the country, and the question of
what should be done about the newly
introduced ship purchase bill in (on-
gress has been referred to the heard of
directors with the request that its pro-
visions be described and a referendum
on that sent out if the board deems it
advisable.

“The convention of the chamber, too,
has referred to the new hoard of dirc-
tors the dispute which has arisen be-
tween the railroads and their employes,
which threatens to tie up all the rail-
roads in the country in a strike, with
instructions to appoint a committee to
make an investigation of the facts and
endeavor to find a solution and gain a
gettlement of the fight by arbitration.
All of these matters will have 1o have
the immediate attention of th board. To
mention them gives a bird's-eve view
of the subjects that will be of concern
to the business world for the coming
year.”

CAMP OF INSTRUCTION.

Field Artillery Drills Will Be Held

at Fort Riley, Starting May 1.

FORT RILEY, Kan., February 12.—
A camp of Instruction for field artillery
will be held on the Fort Riley reserva-
tion from May 1 to August 16, accord-
ing to Information received here today
by Maj. Charleas D. Rhodes, command-
ing officer of the post. One battery of
the fth Fileld Artillery, now on the
Mexican border, will be designated as
the hattery of the regular army to
take part.

Another battery will go to Monterey,
Cal., from June 1 to September 15, and

the balance of the regiment will go to
Sparta, Wis,, from May 1 to September
15, to camps of Instructlon,

.S, LEANS TOWARD
BAN ON SHS

German Note on Armed Liners

CALLS FOR FORCE
OF ABOUT 200,000

Provision of the Bill Drafted

of Allied Nations Reaches
State Department.

DECLARATION BELIEVED
RESULT OF U. S. ACTION

Some of the Entente Governments
Expected to Make Strong Pro-
tests Against Policy.

Germany’'s formal note to the 1'nit-
ed States announcing its intention o
treat armed merchantmen of the en-
tente allfes as warships after February
29 reached the State Department yes-
terday afternoon. The policy of the
United States in regard to the declara-
tion of the central powers probably
will be defined some time this week,
after a note similar to that issued by
Germany is received from the Vienna
foreign office, .

It was pointed out vesterday in high
offleial quarters that the United States
would have to reach a decision quickly,
only seventeen days remaining before
the effective date of this declaration,
after which commanders of German
and Austrian submarines are expected
to recelve orders permitting the tor-
pedoing without warning of any ship
which is armed.

Believed Well Founded.

There are strong Indications that wvari-
ous high officials believe the position of
the central powers to be well founded, in
view of the changed conditions of sea
warfare. In many quarters it also Is
consldered that the Teutonlc declarations

are a development of the American memo-
randum to the entente allles, suggesting
the disarming of merchant ships, and indi-
cating that armed merchantmen entering
American ports might be regarded as war-
ships, subject to internment.

Representatives of wvarious of the
entente allies have made oral repre-
sentations to Secretary Lansing regard-
ing the American memorandum. Al-
though the State Department declined
to make known the nature of the rep-
resentations, it wasa believed the Secre-
tary was informed that at least some of
the entente governments were unwill-
ing to adopt the suggestions, and that
strong protests might follow should the
United States attempt to put into prac-
tice the suggestions it has made.

Expected in Near Future.

The State Department has been in-
formed that others of the entente gov-
ernments were viewing the question
with open minds, but 1t was stated on
high diplomatic authority that the en-
tente allies probably would agree upon
a position in the near future.

The contention made In certaln en-
tente diplomatic circles, that for the
United States to change during the
war Iits poliey regarding the right of
merchant ships to arm for defensive
purposes would be an unneutral act,
was anawered by a high official yvester-
day. He denied that he thought such
a change would be Incompatible with
the neutrality of the United States. and
added that, should the United States
take the position that Germany and
Austria are right in their contentions,
it might be claimed that, instead of
operating against the entente allies,
such a declaration would in reality
help them to save the lives of their
nationals and possibly their ships.

Plan to Secure Pledges.

The plan of the United States has
been to secure from Germany and Aus-
tria pledges that no unarmed ships will
be attacked without warning. It is be-
lieved here that the Teutonic powers
readily would give such pledges. Offi-
cials did not seem Inclined to doubt
that such pledges would be given in
good faith, and that, together with as-
surances already given, the lives of
non-combatants on unarmed ships
would be safe in the future.

Prospects of a warning to American
citizens to remain off vessels that are
armed loomed large yesterday. One
high official expressed the belief that
Congress would be called apon to take
some action leading to that end.

Offictals of the State Department also
are considering what effect ita deter-
minations as to policy will have upon
American naval policy and operations,
in the event this government was en-
gaged in war. The question has been
discussed with naval officials and prob-
ably will have an important bearing
upon the final decision.

Differing Practice of Allies.

LONDON, February 12, 1:25 p.m.—The
belief strongly urged by the British press
that merchant ships of all the allied na-
tions would be similarly affected by any
restrictions on their carrying armament
or neutral passengers, has developed the
fact that the law and practice of all the
allies is not uniform concerning the arm-
ing of merchant vessels.

The British and Italian practice recog-
nizea armament for defensive purposes,
and the prevalling view expressed by the
press {8 that such is a recognized right
under international law. But the French
practice does not recognize the arming of
merchant ships, and French liners to New
York are not permitted to carry any guns,

The legal theory on which the French
practice 18 based im an outgrowth of
the principle that guns are the property
of the king, and that no private indi-
vidual or ship shall be permitted to
use them. In case a French merchant
ship mounts guns, it immediately be-
comes a naval auxiliary.

This diversity in law and practice
indicates that all the allies would not
be similarly affected by any action
growing out of the recent proposals
and warnings concerning the disarma-
ment of merchantmen.

AUSTRIANS CAPTURE
AN ITALIAN POSITION

Make Gain Near Flitsch—Rome Re-
ports Success at Two
Points.

LONDON, February 11.—In the hat-
tling with the Ttallane, Vienna claims
the capture of a position near Flitsch,
on the Italian front, by Austrian troops,

The following Itallan official com-
munication was issued by general
headquarters in Itome today:

wour infantry was successful in a
series of emall engagements near Ma-
donna di Monte Albano, north of Mori,
and at Potrich.

“In the valley of Terragnolo we took
some prisoners, and our artillery dis-
persed some working parties In the
jon of Rovereto and Sommo Alto,

reg

theast of Folgaria. We also shell-
:gusoma columns of troops and a sup-
ply train in the mule paths along the

Rio valaja and the Kronhof torrent in

Gﬁg'n the Isonzo front there {s nothing
to report.”

It pays to_read the want columns of
The Star. Hundreds of sltuations are

filled through them.

L

. for Federalizing the
lf State Troops.

jummlou IS PUT ON
i FEDERAL PAY FEATURE
:;Imure Placed l:fon.lunte Com-
mittee by Representatives of
National Guard Association

The proposals of the National Guard
Arsociation for federalization of 1)
state troops were before the military

"

committees of ongress vestearday 1
the form of a bill drafted by repre-
sentatives of the association at the 1#-
| quest of the Senate committes. The
'Iregula!ums contemplated are  giveu
:Iflirf‘!' by a provisgion limiting part -

pation in the federal pav feature to of
flcers, men or organizations complying
with certain specified requiremsants

The scale of annual pay proposed
as follows: Major generals, $800; boig-
adlers, $700; colonels, $600; leutenan®
colonels, $550; majors, $525; captains,
$500; first lieutenants, $300; gecond
lleutenants, $250. Enlisted men would
be paid on the basis or =5 per cent %
the pay rates of the regular army,
private receiving approximately §145 a
year.

“

n

Maximum Number of Troops.

The maximum number of troops pro-
vided for by the bill is 500 for each
congressional districl, or a total peace
strength of approximatels 200,000, an
increase of 70,000 over the present
strength of the National Guard. Theyv

would form a separate branch of the
regular army in time of war, when
called Into the federal service. The act
would take effect July 1, 1916

The bill provides also for organization
of a junior guard composed of boys he-
tween twelve and eighteen, available
for active service only after ever:
other clasas of militia had been called
out. The juniors would be divided into
two classes—cadets, or those fifteen
years old and above, and cadets of the
second class, those less than fifteen.

An enlistment contract would be re-
quired under which the soldier would
bind himself to serve the federal gov-
ernment “within or without the con-
tinental limits of the United States”
for a period of two years or until dis-
charged, should the guard be called out
at any time during his three-year en-
listment period. The enlistment period
of any soldier whose time was close 1o
expiration when his regiment was call-
ed out would be extended automatical-
1y.

Limitation of Commissions.

It is proposed to do away with cholee
of officers by election, and commissions
would be limited to specified classes
and granted only after examinations by
the War Department. Promotions dur-
ing active eervice would be made by
the President from the commissioned
force or ranks of the organization, de-
pendent upon the grade to be filled.
This clause s aimed at appointments
from civil life.

At least forty-eight drills a wvear
and participation In annual fleld ma-
neuvers would be required. An elab-
orate eystem of regulations for train-
ing and discipline has been worked
out.

Membera of both the Senate and
House committees who had looked over
the measure said last night it would
require radical amendment, in their
opinion, before it would be acceptabl»
to Congress, It will be discussed sec-
tion by section this week by the Houss«
committee, which probably will frame
the National Guard measure to be en
acted by both houses, while the Sen-
ate committee works out the regular
army feature of preparedness plans.

Interest in Reports.

Members of both committees have
displayed keen interest in reports
reaching them that 30,000 professional
men, students and others already had
been enrolled to take a month of in-
tensive military training this summer
at civilian camps. Buggestions have
been made that some definite plan be
adopted for insuring the services of
these men In war time, that they Lo
organized into regiments of purely fed-
eral volunteers, having many of the
aspects of former Secretary Garrigon s
continental army plan.

The committees have bern
that more than 100,000 men could
secured for training if some fin
aid were given to those willin:
spend a month annually at military
education.

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
IN LATIN AMERICA SEEN

informe:d
bras

Commission Reporting to Congress
on Christian Work Predicts
Great Future Change.

PANAMA, February 12.—A vast in-
dustrial revolution in Latin America
within the next generation is predicted
in thie report of the commission on
message and method which was pre-
sented today to the Congress on Chria-
tian Work in Latin America, in session

here.

“The people of the next generation in
the southern continent,” says the re-
port, “wlill live In a very different
world from that of their forbears
Great changes are imminent every-
where, but perhaps nowhere else will
they be guite so vast during the next
thirty years as in Latin America.”
The report points out that the enor-
mous natural resources of the south-
ern half of the continent.are on the
verge of a r.i{»id development as the
result of the billions of foreign capital
which have been invested there within
recent vears and because of the in-
creasing demands by the old world on
the new for food supplies.

“A very important agency in this ex-
pansion,” the commission finds., “will
be the incoming of the factory system.
Skilled labor once attracted raw ma-
terials from a great distance; we are
now finding that in many forms of in-
dustry raw materials attract capital
and develop labor for their manufa-
ture in close proximity. Many kind=
of manufactured goods now cost sev
eral times as much in Latin America

as they do elsewhere, which fact, of
ecourse, constitutes a premium on the
establishment of factories mnear the
source of raw materials and close to
markets.” .

The commisgion forecasts a mo-
mentous change in the habits and

standards of living of the peoples of
the southern republics as the result of
the new era which it sees dawning.
The report declares that the wvast
amount of capital required to open up
the resources of the southern coun-
tries cannot be supplied by Latin
Americans, but must come largely from
Europe and the United Statea. As an
indication of how far this supplying
of capital from the outside has already
gone, it records that Great Britain has
$2,500,000,000 Invested in Argentina
alone.

The report urges united effort on the
part of the Protestant missionary
churches to save Latin America from
the industrial ills which exist in other
great comymercial countries,
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